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Rosalind Parker, Esq. 
President and Chief Executive Officer (CEO) for Bridging Resources in Communities (BRIC), Inc. 

Since 2005, Ms. Rosalind M. Parker, Esq. has served as the President and Chief Executive Officer 
(CEO) for Bridging Resources in Communities (BRIC), Inc. Under her leadership, BRIC Inc. has 
worked with community-based and faith-based organizations in creating new projects or 
expanding existing projects by identifying new partners and other human resources, writing 
proposals, securing public and private funding and ensuring follow-up compliance and good 
fiscal management of the funds. BRIC Inc.’s focus is on drug use prevention education, use of 
environmental strategies, community change via changing community norms and/or drug 
policies and laws, and on youth development via a youth led, adult guided approach towards 
creating an overall healthier, drug-free living environment in DC focusing on Wards 5, 7 and 8. 

Currently, BRIC, Inc. serves as the fiscal agent for and Ms. Parker serves as the Director of the 
Wards 7&8 DC Prevention Center and the Ward 5 Drug-Free Coalition. Ms. Parker, a multi-
focused attorney, whose initial priorities were in communications, entertainment and 
technology law, is well known for her administrative and organizational skills, strategic thinking 
and her ability to connect various communities, especially those most in need, with resources.  

Ms. Parker served from 2003 – 2005 as the Legislative Director and Chief Counsel for the 
District of Columbia Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton. From 2000 – 2003, Ms. Parker 
was the Assistant Managing Principal for the Technology, Entertainment and Communications 
(TEC) Law Group, P.L.L.C., a firm specializing in the business development and legal needs of 
small and mid-size businesses, including start-ups and non-profits. Ms. Parker served as the U.S. 
Senate Commerce Committee Majority Counsel for Science, Technology and Space for Sen. 
John McCain from 1997 – 1999.  

Ms. Parker is a 1991 graduate of the University of Virginia and a 1994 graduate of Duke Law 
School. She is a member of the D.C 

 

S. Victor Hsia, Ph.D. 

Professor and Chair, Pharmaceutical Sciences 

Dr. Hsia received his B.Sc. degree from National Taiwan University and later obtained his Ph.D. 
in Microbiology/Immunology from Wayne State University in Detroit, Michigan. He continued 
his research as a postdoctoral fellow at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) from 1999-2004. 

Dr. Hsia has been teaching courses of basic sciences such as pharmacology, immunology, 
physiology, pharmacogenetics since 2004. Dr. Hsia obtained two NIH research grants as the 
Principal Investigator: R01 from NINDS and R15 from NEI. 

Dr. Hsia is a member of the following professional organizations: American Society of Virology, 
American Association of College of Pharmacy, Society of Toxicology, American Association for 
the Advancement of Science, and Association for Research in Vision and Ophthalmology. 



 

Ms. Joy A. Strand  
Executive Director of the Natalie M. LaPrade Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission 
 
Ms. Strand is the Executive Director of the Natalie M. LaPrade Maryland Medical Cannabis 
Commission.  She has more than 40 years’ experience in healthcare.  Most recently, Strand 
served as the chief executive officer of McCready Health in Crisfield, Maryland. Among her 
accomplishments while leading the multi-facility system, she helped establish, in collaboration 
with two other hospitals, an outreach grant program that expanded access, addressed chronic 
care issues and enhanced case management services to improve population health outcomes in 
the Lower Eastern Shore region. Before that role, she served for five years as administrator and 
chief operating officer of Borgess-Lee Memorial Hospital in Dowagiac, MI, overseeing the $3.5 
million expansion of the facility’s emergency department and recruiting more than 13 
physicians, among other achievements.  

### 
The Natalie M. LaPrade Maryland Medical Cannabis Commission develops policies, procedures, 
and regulations to implement programs that ensure medical cannabis is available to qualifying 
patients in a safe and effective manner. The Commission oversees all licensing, registration, 
inspection, and testing measures pertaining to Maryland’s medical cannabis program and 
provides relevant program information to patients, physicians, growers, dispensers, processors, 
testing laboratories and caregivers. 
 
 
Andrew Struhar  
Lieutenant with the DC Metropolitan Police Department, Narcotics and Special Investigations 
Division/ Narcotics Enforcement Unit 

Mr. Struhar is a Lieutenant with the DC Metropolitan Police Department, Narcotics and Special 
Investigations Division/ Narcotics Enforcement Unit. He has been a member of MPD for 23 
years. Currently, he is assigned to NSID (Narcotics and Special Investigations Division) 
Supervised Drug and Gang investigations for the past 18 years. On Wednesday, May 10, 
2017, Mayor Muriel Bowser recognized the Metropolitan Police Department’s Narcotics 
Enforcement Unit (NEU) for their success in getting illegal drugs and unregistered guns off the 
streets. 

As a sector in the Narcotics and Special Investigations Division, NEU was established to 
transition from targeting low-level drug users to focus efforts on narcotics suppliers who 
distributed drugs in DC communities. Since 2015, NEU is credited with recovering illegal 
firearms and confiscating a variety of drugs, including: synthetic cannabinoids, cocaine, crack, 
heroin, methamphetamine, and phencyclidine (PCP).  


